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Traditional Neighbourhood in Modern
Ahmedabad: The Pol

HARISH DOSHI

The particular tradition under enquiry in the present work is that
of nei living instituti d in the form of pol living.
‘The tradition implies the carrying out of mutual give and take among
members. The type of relationships and the occasions on which they
are established and maintained required to be stated specifically.
The tradition of pol living is a specialized case of neighbourhood
living and its characteristics will be examined here in detail. The
material for this discussion has been drawn from enquiries conducted
by the author in 11 pols of the city. These pols bear the following
names: Nagji Bhudar-ni-Pol, Shri Ramji-ni-Pol, Hanuman-ni-Pol,
Amali-ni-Pol, Kadava-Pol, Ganchi-ni-Pol, Rangila-Pol, Vad-ni-Pol,
Garnala-ni-Pol, Wagan-Pol and Shantinath-ni-Pol.

The Patel-Pol with a population of 917 consisting of 472 males
and 445 females, and the Jain-Pol with a population of 713 persons
~— 382 males and 331 females — are located in the heart of the
old city of Ahmedabad. The Patel-Pol is in Dariapur Ward II and
the Jain-Pol in Jamalpur Ward II of the Municipal Corporation wards
of the city. Both the pols are strictly residential streets, though for
the convenience of the Pol-dwellers, a dhobi has been given
accommodation 10 run his minor laundry at the main entrance of
both the pols. In Section 1 of this paper, the tradition of pol living
s it operated at the beginning of the century has been described
and in Section 2 the groupings as they emerge in day-to-day living
have been identified. Sections 3, 4, 5 and 6 deal with the housing
patiem, caste-composition, norms of the pols selected for intensive
studies, and the problem of safety and security. Finally Section 7
deals with the changes in terms of dispersal of pol families due
to the emergence of new housing societies.

From Traditional Neighbourhood in @ Modern City, New Delbic 1974, pp. 3349, 7784, 141145




Land gods in Bali 1, Indonesia



Land Gods in Bali 2
Gods on roofs & Street Performance
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<< The problems of Globalization ( Internationalization = Americanization)

Sustainable society; Methods; << Viable community, Passive solar, Zero energy,
Self sufficiency, Nature symbiosis, Natural energy use, Recycled system,
Cascade system

>> Glocality ; Globality & Locality ; EZEMEE

Static Urbanism and Kinetic Localism << Nationalistic design and Anonymous
design

Pluralistic Localism #7735k, # 4 >> << Top-down nationalistic design :

It means that pluralistic localism stands on the opposite side of top-down
nationalistic design.



B g ¥ oM s=1/200
. >

L

Works among
the Taichun
Competition
Jan 14 2014

A A-ERARA N
> 20 AR & R AT AR
S-S REE A A

- & F®® ¥ oM S-1/200

CRRGKE RRE N L BEES L TR ST

SR KR E OGRS T O 2
amekn NrARET L + Sl HRES tEwd

B, 2 & B
C 2 RESF
D. £&

M- oS, WAL MR

5B @ - AT AL ALE. 3] SR AP L B 2R —
BH-eAA R AR (Araaf) <
E-FEEHR. TR B R A2 KR —

HARLEHABRAR
— g AR
SRR EARR
— B A A E R
e SO ¥t ST

1Hea - Aoz @
S IE TR TP B 250 e




